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the ships. Corunna, though on the whole a glorious achieve-
ment, sapped the strength of the expedition to little effect. Lis-
bon was the next objective and on the way Essex and Williams
joined the fleet. Everything now went wrong. A needlessly long
march on the city,, a brave but ineffective show before It, retreat
to the ships: such was the story. Scarcely a soul declared for Don
Antonio, the Spanish governor with ruthless severity seeing to
that. The fleet should have gone to the Azores before returning
to England, but disease was rampant, and winds unfavourable.
It sailed home Instead. At least eight thousand men out of fifteen
thousand were dead, most from disease; and little more had
been achieved than a very live sense of superiority over the
Spaniard. Drake and Norris were called to account; and Drake
went into retirement.

Perhaps the failure discredited grand naval designs: certainly
It was a warning to private speculators against joint-stock ven-
tures of a more national than piratical character. But so far as
Elizabeth was concerned, it was really financial considerations
that governed her warfare, and events In France were now
threatening to absorb her remaining resources In further and
unsatisfactory military campaigns. There was therefore no
choice but to leave naval warfare for the time being to a host of
privateers, great and small, with occasional help from the royal

fleet.

*

While Esses was playing his youthful pranks and the Portugal
voyage, according to reports, proceeding with little judgement
but plenty of dash, at home the same wayward spirit of the age
was throwing the Church Into turmoil. To passionate minds
Elizabeth's reign had declared itself more and more as a crusade
of God's Englishmen against the sons of Belial. Little wonder
that the keenest spirits among clergy and laity were attracted to
the party that wanted to go the whole hog in reform, strip the
Church of the accretions of centuries, and get back to the purity
and simplicity of .apostolic times, to the Church as God meant
it to be. The episcopal Church of England was worldly and cor-
rupt, reflecting in this the shortcomings of the age. Not recking